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PREFACE 


FT ER fomany eee hive been 
Judiciouſiy wrote by the ableſt Pens in the 
1 of Fpiſcopacy (the Subject which the 
following Papers chiefly treat of ) it my 
4 Yon in one © a mee Coe k, at 
be cell ads oy to . 1 s, and 

erefore 74 enuouſly own that orrow a4 
75 Nin 2 Them ; And as Neceſſuty at 2 
F 2 ſo Nothing but the preateſt Ne- 
reſſity could have extorted from me what I have wrote, 
in this publick Manner. In ſhort, ſome Time after 
Wiſſenting Corre had receiv d theſe Papers from 
ne, he ſent me this Letter, by which it appears he was 
etermin d not to anſwer them, unleſs I ſhould think 
Fit to have them printed. 


4 


7 |: 
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Sir 


| This note is to Let you underſtand that I 
will have no more to do with you in a private 
way of Writing; Becaus you have publickly a- 
buſed me for a private Letter which your ſelf 
provoked me to write, But if you think fit to 
print your Sentiments I am not unprovided with 
Replys for the Defence of my principles and pra- 

A 2 


ctices, 


| 


ices which are . in thoſe points where 
in you Contradict them. yours willing to ſerve 
you In what I may 
= KT A. Humphrys. 


w fir Þ have abus d this Gentlema 
ing his Lutter, and thereby doing ial my 
no means deſerv d, 1 — the I World to 
2 Deſign in concerning my ſelf with him 21 
— Pariſpionens, — endeavour & to poiſon | 
0 rf ww Sent f Man be 1, viz. One 


4575 bat. _ 4 ſt Ls ry Says Authority nor Capatity 
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to teuch them; him worth m]] 
Notte on any other Archunt;; And every one that X,, 


reads by: Letter 9 faromdis 1 40 thin, that 1 
_ not = to my ſelf auy Thing beſides the Good 
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was FY DESIRE you to excuſe this Trouble, which 1 
ſon 3 woeld not have given you, could I have faithfully 
BS. 'difcharg'd my Duty, {atisfy'd, my Conſcience 
Without doing it. At my Admiſſion into that ſacred 
räder, which 1 have the Honour to be of, I ſolemnly pro- 
id to be rea with all faithful Diligence to baniſh, and 
uriue away all erroneums aud ſtrange Doctrimes, contrary to 
God's Word, and to bring all ſuch as ſhould be committed 
Yo my Charge, untd' that” Agreement in the Faith, and 
EKnowledge of God, that there ſhould be no Place left among 
h 'g ſibem r HMror in Religion. Now I am credibly inform d, 
'  Fthat you have both directly by your ſelf, and indirectly 
by one laber, a Diſciple ot yours, endtayourd to inſtill 

into ſome of my Pariſhioners at Weſtwel/ Principles eon 
rar y to the) Doctrine of the Church af Eug land, in order 


: TY 36. " 1 TY 


— 411 


ro ſeduce them from dur Communion. Foraſwych then, 
it is my bounden Duty (2s it is the Duty df every Shep- 
herd of Souls) not to ſuffer, by my neglect, my: Sheep to 
wander, and be devour'd, (and the moſt effectual Way 
doc pre bent theſe Miſchiefs id to have a watchful Rye over 
To che Wolf, and endeavour to drive him away from the 
hee pfold) I require that You deſiſt from attempting to 
Promote a Schiſm in my Pariſh, till youganhe/able(whych 
Is call upon you to do) to make the Validity and Lawful- 
> neſs of your Miſſion appear, till you can prove that you 
© have a ſufficient Authority, given you according to Chriſt's 
Appointment, and the Practice of the Apoſtles, and Pri- 
2 minve Church, to execute the Office of a Miniſter in the 
Church of God. I ſuppoſe Epiſcopal Ordination you 


do not pretend to have recciv'd, and I think I am able 
to 


— — — — 


— — w 
- 


— — — — — 


ſtory, the Unlawfulneſs, and Inſufficiency of any other. 


If vou pleaſe to put Pen to "_, and defend your felt | 
mean, to maintain the ſuf- 
liciency of Orders not confer'd by a Biſhop, (and ſuch 1 


in tion to this Particular, 


take Yours, (if you ever had any) to be) I am ready by the 
Grace of God to anſwer you. This I think you cannot rea- 
ſonably decline; However, if you either will not, or can- 
not do it, I appeal to the World, whether you may not 
juſtly be accounted an Intruder, and one of thoſe falſe 
Prophets, which we are told ſhould come in the latter 
Days, and creep into Flauſes, and lead Captive /illy 
Women &c. But I hope better Things of you; and that 
you will be ready, according to St. Peter's Advice, to give 


a" Reaſon of the Hope that is in You, and therefore to fa | 


vour me with an Aniwer to this, who am 
5 | Ye , , 


+ ©. » YourServantin Chriſt 


E db T. Ainſworth, * 


19:8; Lan lire mention'd:your not having avali- 
fy'd your felf, according to the Law of the Land, to 


Hold a Conventicle, but (though the Law of Man ought 


to be obey'd-in all Things not 1n their own Nature 
ful) I would firſt know what Authority you have ac- 


ing eo the Law of God. 

AB. InAnſwer-to this I receiv'd the following Let- 
ter, which I judg d convenient to give the World an 
exact Copy of, to ſhew the Capacity of my Antagoniſt, 
and tha 


057 


t F have not done him any Injuſtice. 


to prove from the holy Scripture, and Eccleſiaſtical Hi: 
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I Hi: lg. 12 RS | 
other. $— —————— — — — er 
r ſelf ——ç n va 
Ae Ty Received ſome lines from you a few Days ago, and 
TH mould have Replyed to you ſooner, had I not been 


inder d By Matters of Greater Importance. 

wand am ſenfible of the Ignorances, and prejudices that 
can. en are ſubject to by Realon of their party Engagements, 

End therefore (at preſent) I (hall put the beſt Conſtru- 

latter Ttion I can upon your way of writeing. o 4 why 0) 
fall ®" Yout/promiſe at your admiſſion Into orders Lays you 
Mr nder no obligation to ſuppreſs any Doctrines which I 
at Have advanced any uhere. Becaus 1 have preached. none 
Nhat are Etroneous, or Strange, Contrary to the word of 
AM — as will prove when you Charge me with any par- 
Riculars; yea I am perſwaded I preach more agreeably to 

Br Articles, Homilys, and your Beſt writers th; 

Many if not the moſt of your own Communzan. yet I am 
ither'Aﬀaid, nor aſhamed to own that, I have Endea- 


* I oured'to Inſtill Into people ſome principles contrary to 
*% vme Doctrines and Doings of the Ch. of . Zug.. Becaus 

ho they are Contrary to the Doctrines of the holy ſcripture, 
780 ich forbids teaching for Doctrines the commandments 


ght Sf men: and herein I have acted the part of a tri 
Shepard, Endeavouring to Gather the Sheep of Chr 
4 Into his true fold; and not of the wolf which is to ſeat- 
ter and to deſtroy; and from this work 1 ſhall never De- 
„ ſiſt while I Live and breath. But wherein I am count- 
ted vile, I ſhall be more vile, and ſhall Endeavour to 
7 Fawaken and Ealighten more of your Blind ſecure pa- 
riſhioners, and to bring them Into the true faith and or- 
er of the Goſpel ; for if we may Judge by the fruits, 
few of thoſe you account your ſheep have any thing of 
the nature of ſheep in them. and had you a due ſenſe of 
the wofull Condition that molt of your pariſhioners are 
Is, you would Labour with me, Inſtead of Endeavour- 
ing to Drive me away. and I verily think (as vile as I 

g. m In your ſight) that I could Inform you of the true Rea- 
! F for why your preaching profits not the people, But — 
ey 


ill Continue as Ignorant, and profane, as Loo: 

and Corrupt as when you firſt Came amongſt them. Bui &; 
ou would perhaps contemn my Counſell, ur Doft ph 
om ranch U Fab , 3. ( te 
H Vour'chärge bf tbhelm and Sepeta n affect me not at h. 
al not yet RWf#er ( whamino ſeiple of wigs fat ga 
5H 5/087 utter Even Ohriſtj you:Mult firſt groye your 2 
hy a) i os Dioceſan, and parochial Chugches Sg 
10 be true Oonfltuted Churches of Chriſt according to 1 


Goſpel order Befoc vou Can prove t pe ran be 
Sigl lebst l Sirio bs play and horte OG E 
oe leperate j bebl us yo dt (perate. Yan ep) w 


M ar from æhe Nord, nor .=/tepether ftom be papiſts, 1 
and therefore we": teperate trum: ꝙ qu. we ſeperdte nt 
{ the Coo of youft Church Ed perſons, pag 
% or- pfadtiees, but ouly om che bad: We, daperatc 
vFromyour!Tudarſn; agd Bumi, Ceremony e M 
5 3 you can rant Hg. 4x" . ® 
þ - Th%a ord we depeiare: not: from the. Chr * 
ut loch gear t your hand 4 believe, hexe 
| 
q] 


— 
ow 
js ſcarce A o your Lung But what 5 MIngled 
With ſome ſuperſtibous var.. Oi 5 00 217 3641 
2 Y etasgd of me to prove my:iMillion, hg Ircan 
a ily do. But perhaps no more to your Copvictien, or | 
Rhone Faul Could prove his to the Cqnyichion A 
ſatisfackion of- the Jews, But to thoſe I have min- 
Meted the word ef God to, I can prove m Miſhon (in ® 
Hy Mickie) 4s be he proved his tothe Corinthians. Ar. 
00.4 Chr. 3. But while you — — quith,a | 
: 
: 


prieſts of 


by what authetity you thus Call me!to an acodunt, for 
J Can ſee no Jult authority in any of your preten lions, 


* Except you ask e a8 1/per. 3:15 und then my Answer 


is — That, Thave had an Inward Call to the work ot 
the miniſtry by dhe voice of the ſpirit of Cod, prepate 
ing me for it, by Giveing me'a Mealure of (/nder ſtauding 
and Urterancr; and prompting me to it by Cauſeing me 
to Deſire after, and Delight in the work for the mor 
w, Ye 


SI 1 


boſe, 83 


But Jake, and ut for the wages ſake. And thus all the pro- 
Don phets and Apoſtles were Called, and all the true Mini- 
ters of Chriſt in all ages and places Ever ſince have been 


ot at hus Called: and thus the bleſſed Martyrs proved their 
fat Fall to cheir popiſh Examiners as you will find in Eccle- 
your Faſtical Hiſtory and without this Call no Election, ap. 
ches Srobatiop, or ordination: of men hath any validiiy in it, 


«0. Fr is worth a Ruſh 2 Cor. 3, F. 6. Chap. 5. 18. 19. Gal. 
obe f. 1. Epb. 3-7. 8. 1 pet. 4. 10. 11. 
zere- © 2: 1 hat had uu ourward Call to the Miniſtry of the 
ö word of God By the voice of the Church of God. I 
992 15 been ſent forth By the Church of God as Barnabas 
not ras AF 11. 23. I have Been Elected and ordained by 
ive - the Church of God with faſting and prayers and their ſo- 
zratc mn ſuffrage as thoſe Elders and Miniſters were Elected 
„ohr (pd ordained ac 14. 23, 2 Cor 8. 18. 19. you may Con- 
„. Sl: the force of the Greek word. and this ordination I 
Faltly prefer Above any prelatical ordination Derived 
om the pope of Rome, that vicar of the Devill upon 
arth , and Grand Apoſtate and Antichriſt, By whoſe 
ands Jeſus Chriſt Can Confer no power to his miniſters, 
Tor what Concord hath Chriſt with Belial? 2 Cor. 6. 15. 
us havel anſwered your Demand, and this miſſion I 
n ſure you Can never prove by the ſcripture to be In- 
yalid, or Inſufficient, or the oppoſite prelatical ordina- 
Hon to be valid or ſufficient. 
Car. OO RReflettion abought the oaths is altogether Im- 
16,4 pertinent, not to ſay arrogant — I have tendered my ſelf 
three ſeveral ſeſſions to be ſworn to the King accord- 
Ing to Gods Law, and the Laws of the Land; But I will 
ever {wear according to ſuperſtitious Cuſtoms, and I 
Roe as Much ſcripture, and Reaſon, and the ſame, for 
(wer Refuſeing to Kiss the book in takeing an oath, as you 
of ave for Refuſeing to Kiss the bread in takeing the Sa- 
bare - Frament. But when my Caſe hath Been Laid before the 
ding Preateſt men in power under the King and they think 
me Wt to Indulge my truely tender Conſcience, why ſhould 
orks ou Grudge me this Reaſonable Liberty? and Beſides 
ſake, Wave you no Reflection of Conſcience, that I have been 
| B | more 


(6 ] 
more Loyall In word, and deed without Oathes , then 
ſome, yea many of your order have been wth them? 
For a Concluſion Sir Ile only adviſe you to be more 
Exact in Reading the Scriptures, that you may not mi. 
ſtake St Pauls advice for St Peters, becaus filly women, 
not ſolid miniſters that Give due, and daily attendance | 
| ; to the Reading of the holy Scriptures are ſubject to ſuch | 
* 1 overſights; your TEIN In wie wy 2 


1 | 

} 2 Yo IN N Oe Alder Humphreys i 
| | ks 4 6 ER, 11: '0 d | 
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To 
Wike St. Paul) Non can prove your Miſſion ( in your Mea- 
ure) as be prove his to the Corinthians. 1 Cor. 9. 2 Cor. 3. 


| To Mr. Humphreys Letter II. 
n e n 
AM equally ſenſible with You of the Ignorance and 
' Prejudice that Men are ſubject᷑ to by Reaſon of their 
Party—Engagements, but tis no ſmall ſurprize to me to 
Ind ſo much of 50, as You in your Letter to me have 


ewn, in a religrons Controverſy. When I have through- 
y cxamin'd it, I believe every impartial Perſon will own 


e Charge to be juſt. I ſhall firſt conſider that Part of 


A, which more immediately affects the Point I propoſed 
Þ be debated, the Validity of your Miſſion. 

This You tell me You can eaſily prove, but perhaps no 
ore to my Conuittion or Satisfaction, than Paul could 
ove hig 10 the Convittion and Satisfaction of the Fews. 
But why ſo ſoon on a Level with St. Paul? Is there 

o more Difficulty in the Proof of Dur Miſſion, than. 
is ? I have the Charity to think that when You ſhall 
rceive how unſucceſsful you have been in endeavouring 
make your Pretenſion to an ordinary Call appear well- 
ounded to any reaſonable Man, you'll be more modeſt 
Man to imagin you ſtand on an equal Bottom with that 


great Apoſtle, who in a molt mrraculous Manner had an 


mediate and extraordinary Call from Heaven. 
I muſt confeſs, could St. Paul have prov'd his Miſſion 
Do better than You do yours, it had been juſtifiable -nor 


pnly in the eus, but in every one that had the Uſe of 


mmon Reaſon, to have accounted Him an Impoſtor, 
d not an Apoſtle ſent by Chriſt. | 
But however, though You deſpair (u good Reaſon) 
of proving Dar Miſſion to me, yet to thoſe Nu have mini- 
er d the Word of Cod to, You ſay, ( ſtill affecting to be 


Now Sir, be perſwaded to lay Spiritual Pride, and var 


Poaſting a little aſide, and once more conſider the vaſt 


Vi.itterence betwixt St. Pan), and your ſelf. That you may 
3 | B2 | the 


[8] 


the more clearly diſcern it, give me Leave to put the Mat- 


ter in as fair a Light as I can, and repreſent the Pretenſi- 
ons on both ſides. LR, Hy 


St. Paul had been Himſelf miraculomſly convented, and | 
converted the Corinthians to Chriſtianity, and ſo had juſt 
Reaſon to ſay 1 Cor. 9. 1,2. Am 7 not an Apoſile? Im 


not free? Hlaue I not ſeen Jeſus Chriſt our Lord? Are not 
you my Work in the Lord? If I be not an Apoitle unto 


athers , yet doubtleſs 7 am to you, for the Seal of mine 
Apoſileſpip are ye an the Lord. —And 2 Cor. 3. I. 2. 3. 20 d 


4 N in 10 commend our ſelves ? Or need we, as 
re otbers,' Epiſtles of Commendation to you , or Letters 


of Commendation from Tau? Te are our Epiſtle, written in 
our Hearts, known and read of all Men. Foraſmuch as ye © 
are manifeſtly declared to be the Epiſth of Chriſt, miniftred 


#5 &c. | 


Now can you, with any tolerable Dagresof Modeſty, 
s of your ſelf? Are 

an Apoſile, one ſent to preach the Goſpel &c? Who *: 
nt you? Your ne Pretence to this will appear, when 


or even Appearance of Truth, ſay thi 


come to conſider your dire? Proof of your Miſſion. St. Paul 
knew his Cöriſtian Liberty ſo well, as to underſtand that 
he was free, i. e. Not obliged to preach the Goſpel on free 


Coſt to the Corinthians, and yet he did ſo; This you cannot 
lay of your ſelf; tis very well known you do not ſo; not- 
withitanding that you are pleas d falſely to affirm, that us 


delight in the Work for the Works ſake and nat for the Wage. 


fate, I doubt not but that you make a very good Penny ol 


i, and are better pay d for it, than I am. You will not pre- 


tend to have ſeen Jeſus Cbriſũ our Lora, 1.6. to have had an 


immediate Call from Heaven, and ſo the Compariſon can't 
old good in this Particular; The Ca you pretend to 


4 
1 


are ye in the Lord, &c. becauſe He, being commuſſion'd 


Chriſt Hdnnſelf, had converted em from - Paganiſm to the | 
Chriſtian faith, by the miraculous Aſliſtance of tha, holy | 
Ae 2 C Olt; 


by and by be examin d. Ju might the Corinthians 
be accounted St. Paul's Wort in the Lord, with Reaſon 
might He ſay to them, I be not an Abe file unto others, | 
jet danbileſs 7 am to ou, far the Seal of mine 2 | 


[9] 


a- cGhoſt; And the Succe/s of his Miniſtry was. on this A- 
{i- count an undeniable Proof of the Validity of his Miſuon; 
But alas! Sir, the Caſe is quite diſterent in Relation to 

nd you; Joa have not been authoriz'd by Chriſt, your Bulinets 
aſt has been, and ſtill is, not to convert, but pervert, not to 
adam Souls to Jelus Chriſt, but ſeduce em from Him, not 
to andecerve, but decerve, not to rectiſy the Errors of 
Mens Judgments, but to make an Adventage of, and im- 
poſe on, their Weakneſs, not, as St. Paul moſt pathetically 
did Phil. 2. x. to preach up Cutty and Agreement among 
Chriſtians, but to forment Dtuiſion, and encourage Sehiſm, 
not to ing Men mio the true Faith aud Order of the Go- 
bel not to keep em within the Pale of the One Catho- 
+ Fcbglick, Church, but ant it; And therefore to argue 
tom the Swece/s of yoar Miniſtry, and the Number of 
Proſelytes You have gain'd, for the Halidiiy of Your 
don, is nothing at all to the Purpoſe; The ſame Ar- 


re gument holds equally ſtrong, nay more, for a Pagan, or 
ne Mahometan, ſince their Admirers and Followers are more 
numerous, and equally bigotted with yours, as tenacious 
ul of their Principles, and zealous in their Way. This 
at Charge may indeed at firſt view ſeem hard, and ſhocking; 
16% is (notwithſtanding all your ſpeciaut Pretence ) - 
ot pou have been guilty of, in endeavouring to ſeduce un- 


ary Souls from the Communion of the Church of EA 
nd, which is a pure and Jound Part of the Univerſal 
hurch. You own that You have endeavour d tu inſtill in, 


= — . — — 


| 110 
therefore fonfal ; inaſmuch as to ſeparate from a true and fi 
orthodox Part of the Catholick Church, ( according to be 
receivd Principles of Catholick Unity, ) is to ſeparate from 
the tuo Church, which is Chriſt's Body, and by Conſe. ? 
quence from Chriſt the Head of that Body. And this na- 
turally brings me to the laſt Part of the Compariſon, 
which Vou are pleas d to make between St. Paul, and your 
ſelt, wherein you will find Him 'diametrically oppoſite 
to you. | \ | N «+ 1 ; | 4 | 

The Reaſon why that humble and'moze/? Apoſtle, in F 
the Places juſt now mention'd, and elſe where, is fort'd 
to magnify his Office, and glory of his Gifts and Endow- 
ments, is this, vis 'twas to indicate his Apoſilłſbip from 
fome Calumnies, that malicious Seducers, crept into that 
Church, had caſt upon Him. Through the Gnefticks n, 
Judaizers great Schiſms and Diviſions had broken out 
at Corznth, and through al the Province of Arbata, and 
many foul Corruptions had crept in, by falſe heretical ! 
Teachers, that vihfy'd St. Paul, and labour d to alienate 
the People from their Obedience to Him, pretending to 
larger Spiritual Gifts, (Pray mind it) and Means of bet. 
ter Ealſication, whom therefore the Apoſtle calls 2 Cor. 
Ix. 13. Falſe Prophets, deceitful Workers, transforming 
themſelves into the Apoſtles of Chriſt. How nearly Tos, 
and a// thoſe that join with you, in be ſpattering the Clergy 
of the Eſtabliſh d Church, reſemble theſe Seducers in the 
Church of Corinth, let the unprejudic'd, impartial World 
judge. Your Pretences are the very ſame, You equally © 
pretend to Means of better Edification, _ aſperſe the 
true, regular, and orthodox Divines of our Church, as 
Perſons by whoſe Miniſtry the People cannot profit ſuffi 
cient in Chriſtian Knowledee, and eæto your ſelves, (as 
theſe falſe Prophets did) as if Du were more ſpiritually 

ea and more able Minifters. This Tou in particular 

ave been guilty of in Relation 0 m ſeff, which may WF: 
be animadverted upon in it's proper Place. In che In- 
terim give me Leave to repeat what I before aſſerted, that 
in ihis you ate diametrically oppoſite to St. Paul, ſince 
He, being 4 true Apoſlle, oppos d Himſelf to faſſe 5 
7X3 55 
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and let, and Seducers, and Sehiſmazricks, and you, being (as 
ne am now coming to ſhew, by conſidering the Proof you 
rom have given me of your Qiaſion) one, chat has 10 ſuffict- 
nſe. Fur Autbority gruen you in the way , Chrift's Appoint- | 
na- ent, according ta the holy . Scripture, and the Practicę of 
ſon, e Apoiles, aud Primitiue Church, 19 execute the Office 
our V Minifter in the Church of Cod, do oppole your ſelf 
ite N thoſe, whoſe Ordination has been Apoſtolically and re- 
alariy perform d. This, Vou ſay, I can never prove by 


in he Scripture to be valid or ſuffcrent, or your Mifion to 
7 we invalid or inſaſicient; But I think I ſhall make it 
ow. Min, FR you have affirm d this with more Confidence, 
l an rulb. nes | 


You ſay, 1. Toy have. had an inward Call to the Work 
Vibe Miniftry by the Voice of the Spirit of God, prepar- 
$2 you for it, by . giving you a Meaſure of Underſtanding 
nd Utterance, and prompting you to it, by cauſing you to 
PFeſire after, and deligbt in the Work for the Wark's ſake, 
e not for the Wages ſake : Aud without. this Call no 
efZion, Approbation, or Ordination f Hen bath any Ya: 


* e nero ons w beat 
or. allow the Expegtency and Neceſſity of an inward Call 
ime the Work of the Miniſtry ; But pardon me if I doubt 
n Whether on have indeed been called (as you fancy you 
rey Wave) ty the pu it of Gd, I believe the! Contrary will 


the Fem more than probable, 


w + 


1. Becauſe you; are in 4. /tate o Schiſmiyour felt, and 


Wake it your Bulineſs to bring others into it. This is the 
the Iſe you have made your ſuppes's Gail, Now Schrſm 
oy 4 dammabl: Sin, and the Spirit of God cannot without 


. ben be luppos'd. to call any Man to a State of Darn: 
n. God cannot be the Author of evil. Thoſe falſe 
E mention d before, that oppos d themſel ves to 
Ft. Paul, had as good a Pretence, a Ibu, to 4 Call by the 


Pit of God, and yet I am confident you will not allow 

Eu io have been ſo calld. We are commanded 40 h the 

ppirtts , whether they are of God. 1 John 4. 1. We are 

ot to believe all Teachers, but to n them by the Rules 

lie \Catholick Faitb. Now one great Rule of 1 
| olic 
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tholick Faich is, 1hat we ſhould mmainſain the Unity of th: 
Church. Whoever therefore canfleſs/y divides the Church 
ok Chriſt, (as you do) muſt. be reckon'd one of choſe 
Falſe Prophets, that are gone out into the Warld, and con- 
ſequently has noPretence to a Call by the Spirit of God. 
2. Our Saviour bids, us, Mat. J. 15. Beware' of fall: 
Prophets, and v. 16. tells us We ball know them” by-their 


Fruits, If then You Your felf want (as tis eyident FF, 
from many ancharitable Expreſſeons in this Letter to me 
Fon do) that Charity, which is the Life and Soul of 4 
Chyiftian, and the aiſtinguiſping Ornament of an Embaſſa- 
am of Peace, and have mitilfd inte your Followers ( a 


tis certain You have) many ancharitable Opinions of the 
Effabliſh'd Church, and its Members, I eannot think you 


mii by the Impuſſe of the Dove- Ine Spirit of God For 


o much Gall càn neter proceed from its Motions.” James 
3. 1510. 2 "© *. \ n | 7 \ 40 \ ; N * | \I\S * 
n Every one, that has an "Ordiwary | Meaſure" of Un. 
r Namaing and Urrerance, (if I may judge by your Writ- | 
ing; your Meaſure is but Scanty ) and you will not pre- 
tend to Juſpiration, or an extraordinary Aſſiſtance, muſt 
not forthwith imagim hunſelf call'd by the Spirit of God 1 

and fer up fot 4 Trerber. However, let his inward Call 


be tea ler his Natural Gifts and Endowments be ever 1 


{6 Excellent, he muſt take Care that his on/toard Call be 
regular, that he be Commiſſion & and anthoriz'd by G 
in the Way of his own Appointment, before he ptefume | 
eexerciſe any Part of the Szered Hm mn. 
Phe Texts you have quoted do indeed prove the Me. 
dener, of an inuurd Call," and that "tis the Flo Spirit 
of God mult prepare a Man for, and uli him in chte Of. 
hee ot a Minfſter, but they dont prove that y have 
been ſo called,” or ed; And let me defire you once 
more not to put your felf on a Level wich the * — 3 
aud poftles, with (ire rue Miniſters of Chrif?, and bit fed Me 
Mattyrs\ till yd enn ſhew that you ate carrying of the 
fame great aud go Work with them, the Glory of God, 
and Good of his Church, that You are not ruming di 
recti counter to em, in a moſt unwarrantable and /inful | 
Ro Separation | 
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Fparation from that Church, which they founded with 
eit Blood; That your Outward Cal}, (into the Merit 

Pheteof T hall now enquire) is ſuch as They had, accord- 


14 g to the Seripture, the Practice of the Apofiles, and the 
„ Wpnucurrent Approbation of 1he Church in ber 47 Ae. 
fa You fay, Zly. Tou have had am outward Calf to the Mi- 


dem 7 of the Word of Cod, by the Voice of the Church of 
dent e Nn have been ſent forth by the Church, as Burna- 
Ss was, Acts 11. 23. Ton have been elected and rdain- 
Vie Church of God, with Fafting and Prayers, and 
en ſolemn ſuffrage, as thoſe Elders and Miniſters were 
Bed and ordained, Acts 14. 23. 2 Cor. 8. 18. 19. This 
the Prof you give of your Main; which I hope to 
Oh jake you ſenſible is very inſufficrent. | 

oF To begin with the Scripture; Every Place of Scripture 
ou have referr'd to is fo far from making for you, that 
„ proves directly again/t you. 1 
Us 4. Tor ſt) Tou have been ſent forth by the Church of Cd, 
TH-* Barnabas was, Acts 11.23. You have miſtaken (I think) 
We Verſe, you muſt mean the 22d, which runs thus, 
Len T idines of theſe Things tame unto ile Eares of the 
eb, which was at Fernſalem, and they ſent forth Bar- 
bas, That he ſhould go as far as Antioch. This does not 
Fove for you, Als ON Ee I 
I. Becauſe Barnabas was a Prophet and Teacher be- 
Pie, Acts 13. 7. and here ws. Acts 11. 22. . 

be ſent forth by the Apoſtles, that remain d at ſeruſa- 
w, on a particular Expedition, Viz. to confirm, and 
abliſh in the Faith thoſe new Proſelytes gaind by the 
Niſeiples, that were ſcatter d abroad upon the Perſecution, 
Of. Mat aroſe about St Stephen. v. 19. of the 11th Chap. 


"ave F 2. Suppoling (what we have no Reaſon to ſuppoſe ) 
nce fiat Barnabas was not a Prophet and Teacher, nor ſent 
ers, ertb by the Ap:Fles, but by the Body of the Church at 
4h eraſalem, yer, even on this ſuppoſition, there's à wide 


Difference between his Miſſion, and yours. The Church 
t Jeruſalem was undoubtedly ar, Church; 1 deny 7hat, 
4 Phich ſent you forth, to be uch 80 that I humbly con- 
ful feive you ate Amma If Barnabas was ( which no 

1 & 2 one 


L I4 J 


one can queſtion) commiſſion d and ſent forth by the Au 
files, prove that you were ſent forth by heir Succe//or; 
to whom their Authority, has aninterruptedly been trans 
mitted; If not commiſlion d and ordain'd by the Apo 
ſtles, but by the Body of the Church, (which no one with Þ 
Truth can affirm.) make it appear chat the Church, which 
ſent you forth, is /ach a Church. This you will neva 
be able to do, ſo long as you continue in &. But the 
Truth 1s, The Original of Power, the Power of Ordaiuing, 
and ſending forth to preach the Goſpel &c, never wa % 
lade'd.in the People; and Barnabas was commiſſian d, ant 
ſent forth, on this Particular Expedition, by the Apoſtle: 2 
themſelves, and therefore (as I ſaid before) this Text doc: 
not prove for You, but agazn/? You. 1 
2. You ſay You Save been elected and ordain d by th: 
Church of God, with Fafting and Prayers, and their jo 
lemn ſuffrage, as thoſe Elders and Minifters were electes 
and oraain'd Acts 14. 23. 2 Cor. 8. 18. 19. Now that theſ 
Texts do not prove the Halidiiy, but fully and expreſs)! 
the /zvalidity of your Miſſion, will be manifeſt, at Lo 
pleaſe to conſider /I hat the Elders you mention, Acts 14 3 
23. were elected and Ordain'd not by the Church, but by 4 
two Apoſtles, Paul and Barnabas, i. e. two Perſons cloath 
ed with Epiſcopal Authority in an eminent Degree; Ac 
14. 14. And when they,.viz. Paul, and Barnabas, had or 3 
daind &c. Here we have the Power of Ordaining expreſs 
'ly.lodg'd in the 4pe/t/es, which has in a ine, Succeſſion 
been annterrupredly handed down to the preſent A ſhop: 
\ So that you falſely pretend to have been Ordain'd, 2. 
thoſe. Elaers were, unleſs You have receiv'd Epiſcopal Or hh 
dination. 8 | | 
Your referring me to 2 Cor. 8. 18. 19. is nothing at al 
to the Purpoſe ; "Tis the Euangeliſi St. Lake, that is there 
ſpoken, of, who was on/y, conſ{ituted by the Churches iu % 
be St. Paul's FzYow-T raveller, and whom (as Dr. Hammond 
has it) the Biſhops in Synod, with conſent of the Churches 
ordain'd,; or electea, or appointed, for that Purpoſe, being 
an Euangeliſi before, — much commended for hu 
Diligence in preaching the Goſpel thorough all yes 


— 


[15] 
* PSs that this (as that of Barnabas) was not 4 proper Ordina- 
Zen of one unauthoriz'd before, but a Deſignation of an 
vangehſi to'a particular Embaſſy ; And this too not by 
e People Excluſively of the Church-Governors; not by 
e Church ColkeFive, but Repreſentatrve. I the rather 


8 Wcation this, becauſe you ſcem to lay a very great ſtreſs 
it th. the Power of the People, and don't fo much as men- 
ning, on Imp fi ion of Fland's by thoſe inveſted with" an Au- 
, Verity to ordain, which indeed you can by no means pre. 


Ind to. Twas never known, never heard, or teadof, 
e Number of Private Chriſtians, however confider- 
doc , might by therr Approbation, without the Concurrence 
be Governors of the Church, impowwer any one to mini- 


„ th Fer in holy Ti bingo, without 1ncurring the Danger of the 
* JF unſpment, as being guilty of the Sn and Preſumption, 
„ Corah and his Company. No Man ought 70 take thts 
che Prout ante himſelf, but be that is called of God, as was 


laren. Heb. 5. 4. | . 
z. To put the Matter out of Diſpute, and further to 
dnvinceyou, that you miſunderſtand and miſapply the 
Texts you have produc'd, take the Signification of the 
reek word x#9596, which you told me I might conſult, 
aq Wt of Dr. Hammond. | 88 
he Word xep>mGr literally ſignifies 40 ſtreteb out the 
Land, or Sold it up, and ſignifyd among the Ancient 
on reeks chuſing, or giving of Sentence, or Suffrages, which 
4 Popular Elections, or Judicatures, was done after this 
% anner; But this being the Original of the Word, it is 
1 ordinary with other words) ſomewhat enlarg a, and 
in the ordinary Uſage of 07h-r Writers, Jewiſh, 
Dd Chriſtian, and ſignifies mayf/crently conſtituting, or 
Faming, without any Intimation of Sufrazes, or Plu- 
J 4 of Perſons, or Yoices, by whom this Ordination is 


* ade. This may beſt appear by ſome Teſtimonies of thoſe 
be ritere, which were genre the Times, and the S!yle of 
eig! be New Teſtament. Thus ſaith Philo Judzus of Joſeph 
_ * ace daf Ion, He was (not by any Potes or 
hes duffrages of many, but by the Act of Pharaoh the King) 


1 $or/irated Governor of all Egypt, under the King. So 
; C 2 | of 


OW] 
of Moſcg ines Ixil, He was ( by Gog eertainh, 
without any Suffrage of others ) conflituted the Ruler of Wo! 


t by the S 
frages' of others, this is far from he original Uſe of the 
Word, rom whence it pretends to be concluded; tor where 
X#*&lvia in the primitive Senſe is us d of chuſing by SU. 
_Frages, (a in popular Elections &c. ) tis certain that then . 
ow, not others Suff ages are meant by it. And there. 
fore xe is by Heſychius render d z22997.to con$i- © 
tute, (as well as unge to elef?.) And ſo it is here all © 

dene directly (xine, DgeoCoripes 10 ordaty Elders) as 
Tit, 1, 5. Kdla5noa Tlprscvicss to confliture Elders, And 

thus the Word is clearly us d Acts 10. 41. where Tex” 
 &lrides/being ſpoken of the Apoltles being fore-ordarn'd' # 
or fore choſen of God to be Witneſſes of Chrift's Reſurre- 

Sion mut needs be without Poles or Suffrages. And accord. 
1ogly Theophylact on 2 Tim. 1. 6. inſlead of St. Paul's al 
Sede, Thy red 1s by Impoſition of my Hands hath in 
ov tmiotanar cielo when I ordain'd thee Biſhop. And 4 
though 2 Cor. 8. 19. it be us d of the Churches con/titut: 
ing one to zravail with, St. Paul, yet is this no Fariation * 
from the preſent Notion, of it, the Word ſignitying to 

or dain, or elecr, or conſlitute, inalſferently, whether it 
be done by Cad, or ane, or More Men, or by the who: 
Church. | I hope 


[x7 ] 

nh, 1 hope by this Time you are ſcnſible of the /nvalidity 

er of of your «Miſſion, even according to the Proof you have 

with. even of it; However I have another Step to make, v2. 

1e(ts To prove the Faltdity of Epiſcopal Ordination, and Ju- 
validity of any other, from the Scripture, and Ecclctaſtt 


Ot 

1 he pal Hiſtory, and by Conſequence the further Iuſuſſiciency 
an Yours- it 6 

he No Man ovght to be o wn'd as God's Embaſſadour, un- 

usd Meſs be has God's Commiſſion ; No Man may pretend 7o 

any PO Commiſſion, unleſs he has recery'd it eher imme · 

ight ately from God Himſelf, or mediatel) from T hoſe, to 


hom God has delegated « Power to impart it to others, 
od now gives no 7mmediale Commaſons ; And there- 
Wore he, who pretends to have bis Cmmiſſiun, mult be 
Sable to ſhew that he has it from Him ar Them, to whom 


01110 
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w_ has delegated a Power to grant Commiſſions to others 
the ta act in his Name. ſhops are the only Perſons to whom 


Suf. Goo has delegated a Power to grant Commiſſions to others 
the to act as PaiFors in, or Cbuernors of his Church; There- 
ner. tore all /uch Conmiſſions granted by Bſbops are valid, all 
$f. vol granted by Biſhops, in,; And therefore by neceſ- 
nen Wary Conſequence Epiſcops/ Ordination is valid, and Or- 
re. nation pe form d by any other Perſon or Perſons, wich- 
. put the Concurrence and Aſſiſtance of a Biſhop, invalid. 
all F The Truth of this I prove thus; Zpiſcopacy is origte 
az rally founded in the Perſon and Office of the Qſeſcas; 
Nur bleſſed Saviour Jeſus Chrif? (being ſent by his hea- 
gvenly Father to be the great Abofile, Heb. 3. 1. Hiſbop 
nd Paitor 1 Pet. 2 25, of his Church, and anointed to 
76. hat Othce immediately after his Baptiſm by John wb 
rd. wer and the Holy Ghoft Acts 10. 37. 38. deſcending 
a- hen upon Him in a Badily Shape, Luke 3. 22.) did at- 
n ter wards before his Aſcenſion into Heaven ſend and em- 
ad bewer his H. Apoſtles, (giving Them the H. Ghoſt, as 
. his Father had given Him) in like manner as his Ha- 
on ther had before fent Him, John 20, 21. to execute the 
to Lene Apoſtolical, Epiſcopal, and Paſtoral Office, for the 
ic erdtring and governing. of his Church until his coming a- 
en; And ſo the ſame Office to continue in Them, and 
| | their 
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their Succefſors unto the Eud of the World. Mat. 28. 18, 


20. This is ſo clear and evident from theſe and other like 
Texts of Scripture, that if we diligently compare them 
together, and with the following Practice F all; the ® 


, 
. 
= 


zen 
{ 


or 


Churches of Chrift, as well in the Apoftles Times, as in 1 


the pureſt and primitive Times neateſt Them, there 
will be left very little Room for any Man with Reaſon 1 


to doubtof the Truth of it. 


© The Apoſtles having thus receiv'd Epiſcopal Power ® 
from Chriſt Himſelf ordain'd the feven Deacons. Acts 6. 


6. Whether they themſelves ordain'd the firſt Presbyters 


of the Church of Jeruſalem, or firſt conſecrated St. James 6 


to be ZBifhop of that Church, (which they certainly did 
very ſoon after our Lord's Aſcenſion) and then left it 
to Him to ordain his own Presbyters, comes all to one 
Porpoſe; Either Way 'tis plain, thoſe firſt Presbyters 8 
were epiſcopally ordain d. The firſt Account we find in 
Scripture of an Ordination of Presbyters is in As 14. ? 

23. and this (as 1 have prov'd before) was perform'd 
by two Apoſtles, Paul, and Barnabas. - We find 7ims- 3 
thy, when he was by St. Paul ſettled Biſhop: of Epheſus, 
a Metropolitical See, in full Poſſeſſion of, ar leaſt, 0 
chief Power of Ordination. Elſe why ſhould Sc. Paul 


lay down ſuch Rules as we meet with 1 Tim. 3. to be af 
obferv'd by Him for the Regulation of his Conduct in 
the Promotion of any Perſons to the Office of either Bi- 


ſhops or Deacons? That he had this Power 1s alſo evi- 
dent from x Tim. 5. 22. and 2 Tim. 2. 2. The ſame is evi- 
dent concerning Titus from Tit. 1. 5. &c. 

Thus, Sir, (as far as the Scriptures inform us) you find 
there's not one Inſtance of any Ordination pertorm'd, of 


any Commiſſion given, but by ſome Perſon or Perſons, 
which had Zprſcopal Authority, which is founded origt- 7 

nally in Chrifl, was by Him conferr'd on his Apofiles, and 
by them on others, who were allow'd to exerciſe it in 
the ſame Extent, in as full andample a manner, as they 


themſelves did 


The only Text that can (I think) be produc'd to 4 


countenance Orainations perform'd by Prexbyters, (i " — 
nſe 


18, 

like 
hem 
the Þ 
ap Sf the Church of England, even though we ſhould ſup- 


nere 


ſon F ge Ordinary Presbyters, ſubordinate to a Biſhop. For 


is manifelt from 2 Tim. 1. 6. that St. Paul was preſent, 
Rand lay'd on his Hands, when Hands were lay'd on Ti- 
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zenſe the Word is now us d) is 1 Tim. 4. 14. But that 

ſo far from giving us a Pattern of an Ordination per- 
orm d by /ing/e Presbyters, that on the contrary it gives 
is a very fair one of an Ordimatzion performd by a Z:ſhop 
ich the Allillance of Presbyters, according to the Ulage 


joſe that the Word ThproCo77ger in that Text ſignifies a Col- 


othy; And 'tis certain that St. Paul was ſuperior in 


Poth Oratr and Power to Oramary Presbyters. This is 
Plain, chat the Ordinatzon could not have been valid with- 
Put St. Paul's Concurrence, if we conlider the Greek Pre- 
Politions us d by Him in this Matter; For 2 Tim. t. 6. 
he Prepoſition is Ns, per, by, ala Tis inis, Tor xu hu, 
be /mpoſition of my Hands, But 1 Tim. 4. 14. tis on- 
My m, cum, wih, lum tv ,ẽ Tor xepay Ts Lpsocvntelu, 


ub the laying on of the Hand' of the Presbytery. He is 


Hut very little versd in the Greek Tongue, that does not 
now, that in the producing of Effects, or ( which in 
his Caſe is all one) he Communication of Powers, Jia de- 
Poies the Principal, and 7m the Miffent Cauſes; So 
Phat the Reſult will be, (on the foremention d Suppoli- 
ion) St. Paul, as Aſbop, ordain'd Timothy, with the 
ilance of ſome Presbyters. | 


But there is no Reaſon why we ſhould underſtand the 


Word INlpwoGmgrr to lignify a College of ordinary Presby- 
ers, becauſe the Word Lic in thoſe Days frequent- 
N. if not always, ſignify d a Biſhop. We find the Apo- 
e (who mult be allow'd to have been inveſted by 
wilt with Zpr/copa/ Authority) applying the Word 
—reroCvrpey 10 themſelves. Thus St. Peter calls Himſelf 
Tprotorugy Hi 1 Pet. 5.1. and St. John mpwlimyey Indy- 
e 2 John x, and 3 John 1. And accordingly ſaith St. 


70 1 
oO 
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e 
e 


Chryſoſtome on this Place in 1 Tim. 4. Hom, 13. 5 tl agio- 
Crier ene irrabdu, ane ati ν , ü n AN piece Tov 
Erimemer i gerirur, By Elderſhip he means not thoſe, who 
(in thole Days) were called Presbyters, but Biſbrps, for 

©, tha Preibyters 
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Presbyters did not ordain Biſhops. And ſo Theophylad 
and Occumenius, mptoCorrets, aur Elbrus, Presbyrery,l 
that is Biſhops, And fo Ignatius calls he ApoFles ape. 
CoTegior Exxannas the Presbytery of the Church. Epilt. ad} 
Philad. If you pleaſe to conſult Dr. Hammond on the ele. 
venth Chap. of the Acts, you may be fully fatisfy'd, that . 
the rhein, or Fl/derſhip, that Jay'd Flinds on Timo. 
thy, and made Him bop, were Biſhops, or Apoftolical 2 
Men, of Aονẽ⁶ 291105 iH. _ 
Come we now to conſider the Teſtimonies of the anci. 
enteſt Fathers of the Catholick Church concerning the 
Power of Ordination. 2 
Clemens Romanus, that Apoſtolick Author, (mention d by 
St. Paul Phil. 4. 3.) in his genuine Epiſtle to the Corinthi. 
ans, (written long before the death of the Apoſtle St John) 
very clearly diſtinguiſhes the two Orders, the yu, and 
the ve Ter, the chief Governors, and the Presbyters. In 
one Place he commends the Corinthians, becauſe they did? 
once walk according to God's Laws, being ſubject to their 
chief Governors, and paying due Flonour 10 their Presbyters * 
S. 1. In another he has this Exhortation, Let us reverence 
our chief Ralers, and let us honour our Presbyters.S.21.1n WE 
a third he expre ſsly enumerates Four Orders in the Church, 
the High Prieſt, the Prieſts, the Deacons, and the Laity, 8 
and nothing is plainer than that he aſeribes em to the 
Chriſtian Church. His words are theſe, T the Hg riet 
oper Offices are committed, lo the Prieſis their proper | 
lace ( or Station) 71 An d, the Levites (or Deacons ) Þ 
have their proper Miniſtries, and a Layman is beand by 
laick Precepts, or (which is all one) ro Jaick Performances: 
Let every one of you, Brethren, in his per Station, give 
Thanks to God, troing conſcientiouſly, and not trauſgreſling 
the preſerib'd Rule of his Service, or Miniſtry. S. 40. 41. 
Edit. per F Clericum, Antwerpiæ, Anno 1698. 
B e | DE M0 
Here, Str, you have the Orders of Biſhops and Presbyters 3 d 
diſtinguiſh'd; 1 have ſhewn that 4% the Ordinations we 
meet with in the Scripture were Zpiſeepeh; and Salmaſius, 
Blondel, and Daillè, three of the greateſt Adyocarey, that 


eyer = 


. 
- 
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ver pleaded the Presbyterian Cauſe, frankly confeſs, that 
V ſoon as the two Orders of Biſhops and Preslyters were 


1); tinvuiſh'd, the Power of Ordination was appropriated to 
— 10 S Blondet ad grants, that if 9 — Was 
ce Viituted by the Apoſtles, and if the Power of Ordination 
hi, Fas by Them committed to Siſhops, (which I have alrea- 
no. prov d) Precbyters cannot or dain. Apol. pro Sent. Hie- 
46% n. P. 377- 378. Vide Plura P. 158. & 167. This is a 


Mrewd Plea tor the /nvalidity of aff Ordinations, that are 
or Epiſcopal. 


* /enatius, that glorious Martyr, who died early in the 
Scond Century, has ſo often, and ſo manifeſtly diſtin- 


Wuiſh'd the three Orders, ſo copiouſly enjoin'd Subjection 


wy So ſbops, and fo frequently inculcated, that Aorhing re- 
ho) # ting io che Church ſhould be done tt οõ,jjꝗc Them, that to 
and ranſeribe what he has to theſe Purpoſes were almoſt to 


In Nranſeribe all his Epiſtles. You may particularly conſult 
1 Nis Epiſt. ad Magneſ. ad Tral. & ad Smyrn. At preſent it 
ber pay luffice to tell you, that tis not very likely that He, 
, ho did not allow Buptiſin to be per form d, nor the Eu- 
nee bariſt to be conſecrated, nor Love-Feaſts to be kept, nor 
In emblies to be bela, nay nor Marriages to be ſolemniz'd 
ch. P irbont the Bybop, would have allow'd Ordination, ( a 
ity, Natter of the higheſt Conſequence) to have been perform'd 
the Pirbont Him. * 5 
1%  Polycarpus, Bilhop of the Church of Smyrna, ordain d 
Niſhop of that See by the Apoſtles rhemſelves, (fee Irenzus 
1s ) b. 3. c. 3. againſt Herefies) in the very firſt Words of his 
Epiſtle to the Philippians clearly diſtinguiſhes Himſelf, as 
, Wilhop, from his Presby ters, Nowwpnoy, He cb wn} H. 
be en, &c. Polycarpus, and his Presbyters to the Church of 
o &c. What Reaſon could there be for this Diſtinction, 
I Biſhops and Presbyters were inveſted with an equa/ Au- 
 Mdorny ? But further, Irenæus, as Mr. Dodwell reckons, 
=Dgcd about 80, wrote his five Books againſt Herefies, a- 
Put the Year 157. And is in nothing clearer, than that the 
Urder of Biſhops, as . from Presbyters, was inſtitut- 
4 by the Apoſties. Turn to the third Chap. of the third 
Wook, and there you'll find invincible Evidence = it. 
: D ere, 


. 


1 22 0 
There, for ſilencing all Hereticks, he offers this unanſwel“ 
able Argument, That 7berr Doctrine were not the ſam: 
with the Doetrines of thoſe bom the Apoſtles made Biſhop 
and their Succeſſors downward to the Time be wrote in 
*This, he ſays, might be demonſtrated by conſidering the 
FSacceſſions of” Biſhops in every Church; But becauſe tha 
would be too tedious, he confines Himſelf to two, the Y 
Church of Rome, and the Church of Smyrna. As for the 
Church of Rome he tells us, that after the two Apoſtles 
St. Peter and St. Paul, had founded it, they :commit.% 
' ted the Government of it to Linus. Then he gives au 
exact Laſt of thoſe, who to the Time he wrote in had: 
ſacceeded to Linus, viz. Anencletus, Clemens, Evariſtus 
Alexander, Sixtus, Teleſphorus, Hyginus, Pius, Anicetus, 
Soter, and Eleutherius. Now that theſe were Chaurch-Gs . 
vernors, ſuperior to Presbyters, is plain; For 1, He de 
duces the Succeſſion of them as of Single Perſons, and no 
thing is plainer than that in the Church of Rome, then 
the greateſt City in the World, there were all the while 
many Presbyters. There were many Presbyters in far leſ 
Cities, | | | ke Al W's 
2. Irenæus ſays firſt, in General, that the Apoſtles gave 
thoſe Biſhops, they ſet over the Churches, Their own Power, 
their .own Locus Magiſteri, i. e. ſuch a Power, as the, 
ApoFiles themſelves had, ſuch a Power, as all the Affair. 
of their Reſpective Churches (and conſequently Oraina- 
tions) were chiefly to depend on: And then, Particular- 
. 3. That the two above-namd Apoſtles Lino Epiſcopa- 
tum adminiſtrandæ Eccleliz tradiderunt, as cis in the an- 
cient Latin Verſion, or as tis in Irenzus's own Language, 
Abe Thr Tis EMνEꝭi3s Milgiay eM, T hey committed 10 
Linus the Aamini ration of the Epiſcepacy,. 1. e. the E- 
piſcopal Power, one main Hrancb whereot was Ordina- 
tion. Next he initances in the Church of Smyrna; Po 3M, 
carpus, (whom he himſelf in his younger years knew ) 
he ſays, was ordain'd Hiſbop of Smyrna by the | Apoſiles ; 
And he, and thoſe who, as tis emphatically expreis'd in . 
the Greek, got Poſſeſſion of his T hrone, a 2/gHNJuiro 71 N 
Ts [lengprs Sever, taught ſo, and ſo, &c. We have alien 
| earnd 3 
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rn'd from St. Polycarp's own Epiltle, that when he 
Wrote it (which he did much about the Time of Igna- 
us's Martyrdom, i. e. according to the common Calcula- 
Mon ann. 107. ) there were Presbyters,. who ſat on infe- 


5 ng pr Seats, in Smyrna. What then can be more manifeſt 
% an that St. Polycarp, and thoſe who ſucceeded to his 
q 


Wrone, were Perſons ſuperior to Presbyters, and had the 
JW: Power of Ordination, as Biſhops ? | 
"# Clemens, a learned Presbyter of the Church of Alexan- 
ia under Aſbop Demetrius wrote his Stromata before 
e End of the r wherein he twice expreſs- 
diftineniſhes the three Orders of Biſhops, Presbyters, 
ſtus and — Stromat. Lib. 1. p. 264. 474 6. > 667. 
etus, Find in his celebrated Diſcourſe entituled 7s 5 ou{tylgr 
% Bing he tells us chat the Apoſtle Sr. John, having after 
| eath of Domitian retarn'd to Epheſus, travell'd 
ben! rough divers neighbouring Countries, in ſome oraaining 
5 ſhops, in ſome forming whole Churches, in ſome promot- 
ee ſuch as the H. Ghoſt markdout to be Chrgymen, 
d further tells. us, that the ſame Apoſtle coming to a 
Ercain City, and there finding a certain handſome Youth, 
wmmitlted Him & man 19.3459]: Ei to the Care of the 
hop, who was ſet over all. See Euſeb. E. H. Lib. 3. 


the Sp. 23. See alſo the Diſcourſe it ſelf p. 110. Edit. Oxon. 

41 In. 1683. | | 

1 Tertullian, as he frequently diflinguiſhes the Orders, 
he molt p/ainly depoſes for the ApoFtolical Inſtitution 

pt) Epiſcopary: See his Book about the Preſcription of He- 

an ticks Chap. 32. and his 474 Book againſt Marcion Ch. 5. 


d in his Book about Baptiſm Chap. 19. he expreſsly aſ- 
ts the Zpiſcopal Prerogative in a very weighty Matter; 

pr having propos d this Queſtion, Who has Authority to 
„orie? he anſwers thus, The H1gh Prieſt, who is the 
bos, has the Power of baptizing, and in Subordination 
Am Pretbyters and Deacons, but not without the Bi. 
2 5. Authority. Hence it appears that neither Deacons 
Wor Presbyters could perform any Miniſterial Duty, with- 

t an Authority deriv'd from the Biſhop. + © 

I forbear to produce — — of Origen, _ | 
| | D 2 ius, 
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lius, Cyprian, Firmilian, and other Fathers of the third 
Century; The Author of the Principles of the Cypria- 
nick Age, in his Vindication Chap. 3. has cited more than 
50 of your Friends 1ngenuouſly owning that proper Epi. 
ſeepacy obtain d in that Age. And Chap. 10. he has fully 
prov d, that Zpr/copacy was iben univerſally receiv'd as 
4 aiuine Right. And Particularly in the Principles them: } 
elves p. 38. &c. he has ſhewn, that in choſe Days Biſhops, 
Properly fo call d, were the ſole Ordainers of all Clergy 
men Within their own Diſtrict a. To Him therefore, at 
preſent, I think tis ſufficient to refer you. 

ther need I produce the Teſtimonies (though mol} 
plain and peremptory) of St. Baſil, Ambroſe , Chryſo- 
tom, and many more ſhining Lights of the 4:4 Century, 
ſince if (as has been ſhewn) the Power of Ordination 
was appropriated to Hiſhops in the preceding Centuries, 
without Doubt it continu'd fo in the Fourth. 70 
Thus, Sir, I have; as briefly as I could, prov'd the Va- it 
lidity of Epiſcapal Ordinations, and the /nvalidity of any 1 | 
other, from the Holy Scriptares, and the beſt Comment "Fo! 
on them the Practice of the Ages of Chriſtianity. \FY1 1 
I (hall next ſhew, that Nothing can be more fully and di Abe 
ſtinctly prov'd from receiv'a Canons of the Catholick ve 
Church. - - | olle tu 
If you pleaſe to conſult the Canons commonly called re 
Apoſtalical, which, as Biſhop Beveridge has learnedly di 
prove, contain a Collection of Canons made in the three 1 
it Centuries, and before the moſt yenerable Council off. 
Nice, you'll find they mention the three Orders of the in 
Clergy, ſtill retain'd in the Church of England, and ſpeak . 
of the Aſbops all along as Superior to the other two, and 

as chief Governors of the Chriſtian Church. — TC. 
The ½ Canon is this, Let . a Biſhop be ordain d by iy £ 
tuus or bree "Biſhops. The 24 this, Let a Presbyter be i 5 
7 

C 

a 

; 

0 


ordaint d by-oue Bijbop, as alſo a Deacon, and tbe ret of 

the Clergy: The 351h this, Let no Biſbop-\ordain in Ci. 
— or Fallages not ſaljecf 10 Himſelf, and I ut ſpall | 
— that any has done; it without the Conſent of tboſe 


are over ileſe Cures or- ulages, the Qraamer, * 


4+» ” 
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1rd ebe Ordeined ſhall both be depos'd. The 391h This, Let 
r1a- ¶ ncitber Presbyters, nor Deacons perform any 7 bing withr 


han out the Biſhop s Allowance ; For to Him the Loras's Peo- 
<pi-Mple are committed, and be muſt account for thei Souls. 


If Nothing was, certainly Ordinations, which are of the 
greateſt Moment, - were not to be perform d wrihout rhe 


m- bop. The 5515 this, I any Clrgyman ſhall reproach 
Ps, 5 prove inſolent againſt ) bis Biſbop, let hum be dt pos d, 


eeing "115 written, T hou ſhalt not ſpeak Evil of the RuLER 
at Hef /he People. Pray, by the Analogy of this Canon, 
what would their Puniſhment have been, if they had 
oft ¶ done Him a greater than a verbal Injury? If they had 
fo- Nuſurpd upon his moſt di/tinguſhing Prerogatrve ? You'll 
ry, Ido well, if you conſider this. 
fon | 1 of — which might ons a 
es, I cher atrecriy, or nece//ary Conſequence, lodging the 
Pouer of — in the Ziſbops, are ſo numerous, that 
2. Fit would weary me to tranſcribe, and you to read them. 
ny I ſhall therefore only refer you to the Decrees of the firſt 
n' four General Councils touching this Matter. And indeed 
y. I think to give you or my {elf any further trouble would 
11- be unneceſlary. Ouly let me add, that I could produce ſe- 
vetral Inſtances to prove, that during the firſt fifteen Cen- 
turies Ordinations perform d without Biſhops were never 
reputed valid, but moſt ſolemnly condemn d and repu- 
diated. But I ſhall at preſent only refer you to one ve- 
ry remarkable Inſtance of that Kind, in the 474 Century; 
I mean //chyras's. Caſe, an Account of which you'll find 
in Athanaſiuss 2% Apology, Ed. Pariſ. Ann. 1698. Tom. 
1. Par. 1. | =_ 
And now, Sir, I hope you'll acknowledge the /nvalt- 
ay of your Mliſtion; and the Yalidity of the oppolite 
Epiſcopal Ordination. For I have prov d from the ſacred - 
Scriptares, that Epiſcopacy was originally founded by God 
78 the' Perſon and Office of the Meſfaas, our. Saviour Jeſus 
Chrift ; That he commiſfun'd his Apoſtles in as full and 
ample. manner, as he was: commiſlion d by his Father; 
That they confer'd the ſame Power in the ſame Extent on 
others, to be the Fanding permanent — f the 
nod . ur 


*D ©, * Sx 7 *%%, % 


Church zo the End of the World; That it accordingly has 
been exercis'd by their Succeſſors I have ſhewn from che 
concurrent Teſtimonies of the earlieft and pure ft Ages off 
Chriſtianity, and the Apoſtolical Canons ; And for the fur. 
ther Proof of it (if any can be ſuppos d to be requilite ) 
I have refer'd You to ho Decrees of the firſt four General 
* Councils &c. And this is exactly that Form of Govern. 
ment which now prevails, and has from the firſt Planta. 
tion of Chriſtianity among us prevail'd in our Church; 
2— our Miſſion is ali, Tour's as oppoſite to it, 
zuualid. 
Your hinting at the 7nvalidity of our Ordinations, as 
if derivd from the Antichriſtian 7dolatrous Church of 
Rome, is malicious and triſting, and only a fly Artifice to 
| amuſe the anhinkme vulgar fort of People, who are 
|! ſlariked at the Name of Rome. To what Purpoſedo you 
| ask this Queſtion, What Concord hath Chriſt with Belial ? 
| None at all; Nor Zpiſcopacy with the Corruptions of Po- 
pery; Tis not an Inſtitution of Be/a/, but of God Him- 
ſelf. But to let you ſee how falſe and ungenerous, how e 
unchriſtian and malicious this Aſperſion is, I am able 
[| to prove, that we did not origi receive Chriſtianity 
| and our Orders from the Corrupt Church of Rome, and 
|| hiſtorically to deduce-the uninterrupted Continuance of 
|| the Eccleſiaſtical Miſſion in this Church from the Days 
| of the Apoſtles to this Time, and to ſhew, that though 
wee ſhould have been forc'd by an „[ in the Suc- 
| ceflion of our Biſhops, or otherwiſe, to have recourſe to | 
the Church of Rome for Ordinations, even after the Birth 
of Pogery, our Ordinations are never the leſs Valid on 
that Account, as not being one of the /unovations and 
Corruptions of Popery, but an 7nſtitution of Goa Himſef. 
But before I proceed to this (for I would do every Thing 
gradually) I deſire you to own, or diſprove the divine 
Inſtitution of Epiſcopal Ordinations in Cenera/, and then 
Jam ready to anſwer any Thing you have to object a- 
gainſt rhe Doctrines, Diſcipline , or Worſhip of our | 
Church in Particular. Iam © Voitl 1290 
111 b; 1 - Your Servant &c: 4. 


e | T. Ainſworth. 
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IV E me Leave, Sir, to examine ſome expreſſions in your 
Letter, which do not at all affect the Point in Debate, but 
are luch as I am 7 meet with, and deſerve indeed rather to 
de pity d, than expo d. | 
du tell me with a bold Front, that yow have preach'd no Do- 
Frines that are erroneous, that you preach agreeably to our own Ar- 
icles, Homilies, and beſt Writers, and then in the very next Lines 
ay, Ton are neither affraid, nor aſbamed to own that you have en- 
eavour'd to inſtill into People ſome Principles contrary to ſome Do- 
Frines of the Church of England. Pray, where are the Doctrines 
pf the Church of England to be found, but in Her Articles and 
omilies? If then to preachagreeably to Her Articles and Homi- 
ies, and to inſtill Principles contrary to Her Doctrines in them 
ontain'd, be not a plain Contradiction, I don't know what is. 
If by the Commandments of Men you mean the /awful Injunct᷑i- 
xs of our Governors, whereby Care is taken that according to 
he Scripture-Rule) all Thiugs be done decently, and in Order, the 
hurch of England holds that Eccleſiaſtical Governors in every 
articular Church have a Power to command and appoint any 
hing to be obſerv'd, which tends to Edificetion, Decency, and 
ider; Which, if not contrary to God's Word, ought to be obſerv'd, 
a is ſo far from being 2 Commandment of Mex, that tis a com- 
nen of God , inaſmuch as we are commanded to obey 
en that have the Rule over us. Heb. 13. 17. Whether this be, 
r be not, your Meaning, the Charge is groundleſs. ; 
Notwithſtanding that you affirm that you have acted the Part of 
true Shepherd, pardon me if I {till think you a Wolf in Sheep's 
loathing, and @ (Spiritual) Thief, and a Robber, till you can prove 
at you came by the Door into the Sheep-fold, and did not climb up 
De other r 10. 1. That is, till you can prove your 
en to be valid. | | 
It cannot but move Pity in 1 Breaſt to find you de- 
laring your ſelf ſuch a Harden d ſinner, as to reſolve to be Proof 


e (wicked) Mort you have begun, viz. from endeavouring to de- 
ude People into a ſtate Schiſin, (which you impioully call gathering 
be rep of ant into his true Fold) while you live and breath, 
You call my Pariſhioners Sind, and you'll endeavour to open 
heir Eyes; But as much to their Advantage, as twas for Eve's 
od to liſten to the ſly Inſinuations of the Serpent, and to have 
ers open d. They are now in the true Faith, and I hope God 
vill give em the Grace to continue in it, but you would entice 
m iuto @ ſinful Separation, a (tate of Damnation, without unco- 
anted Mercy. Let me defire you, Sir, as you value your own 
verlaſting Happineſs, and would not deſtroy thoſe Souls, for 
vhom our Dear Redeemer ſhed his precious Blood, not to entitle 
our ſelt to that Wo prougunc d againſt the Scribes and da” 


gainſt all Conviction, and affirming that you will xever defi from 


n | r | f 
Att. 23.15. Wo unto you, Scribes, and Phariſes, Hypocrites; For 
- wo "2s and Land fo make one Rn oh [Low he 1 
” YWmake bim twofold more the Child of Hell than your ſelves. 
= © You fay Few of thoſe I account my ſheep have any Thing of t. 
3 Mans i them. What? is it becauſe they have not thi 
Quality, chat if one leaps into the Sea, all the Reſt will follow? 
it becauſe they have more Grace than to rum precipitantiy to the 
Ruin after a wandering ſheep or two that are come to you ? Th 
Part of the Nature of Sheep may they ever want! 
But they are in a wofiul Condition! they Fill continue as ig nora 
and prophane, 4 looſe and corrupt, as when I firſt came amon; 
tbem | Here's Charity with a Witneſs! A whole Parifh'tondemn 
dt once! But tis no new or /frenge Thing; For you commonly ji 
| F your ſelves, as the Phariſees did, and with a Degree of Spin 
[ | | tual Pride not inferior to theirs deſpiſe and condernn all thoſ 
' 
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that can't approve of your Way, as vile Publicens and Sinners. 
arm not at all concern d for the 7 5 Uſage I may ſeem to hay 
nk 


receivd from your Innuendoes; 71 od my Conſcience bea 
| if me Witneſs that I have oy my Duty; Neithet nec 
i my Pariſhioners tegard yout unt hr iſtiam Cenſures, ſince you ate: 
unc harit able to the whote Church, as you are to them, which you (: 

Fi does not ſeparate at all from the World ; By which Expreſſion if yo! 
i a mean thing at all, Fm at a loſs to know what it is, unleſs ir bl 
| Ttis, That our Aﬀections are 10 chain'd down to the Love © 
© the World, and the Things in it, that we a/together moglect i 
BY - momentous Concerns of our eternal State. But if this = 
Meaning, tis ſuch an unparallel'd Piece of Uncharitableneſs, 
inly ſhews what manner of Spirit you are . 


The Church of England is not to be blam d, but commendet 


1 
the Book But, good Sir, ſuppoſe fome of Fenn have ble 
bins pour ſelf h 
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— That e do gr ou an Underſtanding to tht 
) egen of the Twurh i earty Prayer of 
. x bes Tour &c. T. Amſworth. 


